E e | 
| The d Nature and Excellency of he Duty ＋ 
4 * 


þ 
F g 
ö — _ = — — | 


|SERMON 


Preach d at the Pariſh Church 
Of St. Gles's in the Fields. 


Sunday, Nov. 17. 1706. 
| ON 
Behalf of the Charity- Schools ſettled in that 


Pariſh ; conſiſting of Eighty Five Boys, and 
One Hundred Girls. 


By Sir WILLIAM DAWES, 
Baronet, D. D. and Chaplain in 
Ordinary to Her Majeſty. 


| Published at the requelt of the Truſtees, fo; the ſaid 
Charitp⸗ Schools, and others of the Hearers, _ 


* LONDON: : 
Printed for Thomas Speed , over - againſt Jonathan's 
Coffee-Houſe in Exchange-Alley in Cornhill. 1707. 


— 


— — 78 — — * — n a * a 74 25 * 
* 


— 


2 


——_—— IS — 


— rn 
a 


— — 


— — —ͤ— 


—— — —— — 


22 ———˖ʒ˖ʒu w ——Ä——. 7 "8-0 —— 


_ 


Fu OT — — . — — x" IS} _ 


— 


a _— 
— 434 = 


© „ +-* 


. — 
. 
= 
* 
- 
? 
* 
aA. 
. 
1. — 
- 


— 


* - 
"So 
"— 
* — 
1 


— % ,. „ 


„ 


93 „3 


OO IRS woo as 


, * -—— meow . . — ä ——ů—̃ —U— 4 


= ® # 
* 
„ "I i * 
* . 
— 6 1 ͤ cz of 
+ 
: — , * 
Y 4 
7 * 
* > 4 
. 
a ++ 's 4 * * — 1 * 
. A a» * 
4 © 2 ou * e 91 4 
rr 9 
* ” 
2 " 
o _ } 
y ? 
_ "4 
* ! 
elf owe baewne 
"S oe — 9 < 
% 
% 
* 
* 
. * ” 
* 
1 # 7 1 4 4 ; 
HE . ” 
1 * 
177 1105 . 1. 
- \4 s * , o 5 S 1 A 5g * 
1 . 
1 3 1 
1 7" * 
u bob: 
* 3 „ 5 — LE A N * 
— - 
* . 
G . 
. . 
a * * 5 5 1 
o 
ot 
' » 
o — . * 3 4 * * 
= *s 
6 y * 4 9 0 » 
7 
4. we * * = * - — 
© % - 


——ũ—— — 


as. Y 


SERMON 


Preach'd at the Pariſh Church 
Of St. Giles's in the Fields. 


1 TIM. Chap. VI. Ver. 18, 


That they do good, that they be rich in good 
works, ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
 ammicate. 


Laying up in ſtore 8 themſelves a good foun- 
7 


dation, againſt the time to come, that they may 


lay hold on eternal life. 


HESE wat are part of that Charge, which | 


St. Paul commands Timothy, in the verſe im- 
mediately preceding my text, to lay upon 
> hem that are rich in this world. And they do 
both, fully and empharically teach ſuch their duty of 
Beneficence or Charity towards the poor indigent bre- 
thren, and moſt pathetically and powerfully ive and 

ir them vp to the pradice of it. Their Duty cannot 
poſſibly be ſet forth in fuller terms, than thoſe of the 


Text; That they do good, a very Jarge expreſſion, ard 
A 2 which 
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which comprehends under it all thoſe various ways, by: 


— 


which they may be helpſul and ſerviceable, either to the 
Souls or Bodzes, the ] or et Intexeſſꝭ of their 
. only. do 


Bręthten. Thatithey rich in goòtl. morke, 
1 4 then, hat conſtantly embrace 


an act of Charitynow and | 

all opportunities of doing ſuch acts, to which their capa- 
cities will extend ; and, by this means, become as rich 
in the exerciſe, as God has made them in the power, of 
doing good, And laffily, that they, be read to diſtribute, 
and willing to communicate, that is in other words, that 
they do, premtifirtly in proportion to their Worldly cir- 


cumſtances, apd chegrfully without the leaſt grudging or 


reluctancy, contribute towards the relief of their diſtreſ- 


| ſed brethren. And then the invitation or motive to this 
duty, is certainly the greateſt that can poſſibly be pro- 


pos d, even the. promiſe of everlaſting: happineſs and 
glory: Laying up in ſtore, or treaſuring up, for themſelves, 
4 good foundation, ſtock or pledge againſt the future, that 
they may la hold on eternal life, Which words, I think, 
do likewiſe fairly intimate to us, what ought to be our 


principal end, in doing good, witli reſpect to our ſelves : 


namely, the obtaining, not the favour or applauſe of Men, 
or any. other fuch worldly advantages, but advantages of 
a much higher and more ſpiritual nature, ſuch as the fa- 
vour of God and our Blelled Saviour, and through that, 
the hope of eternal happineſs in another life. . 
The Duty of doing good in general is ſo large a ſubject, 
that it would be 1 0 for me to do it any tolerable 
juſtice, within the limits of ſo. ſhort a diſcourſe, as I 


muſt now be confin'd to. And therefore I ſhall fingle 


out, for my preſent Subject, that particular inſtance of 
doing good; mention d in my Text, the diſtributing and 


communicating. 
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communicating of our worldly goods, or giving Alms, to 
our poor brethren ; this being an inſtance of Charity very 
proper to our preſent occaſion, ſuch as of all others Men 
have moſt need to be put in mind of (for that Charity 
which is moſt coſtly, is always moſt neglefed)) and yet, at . 0 
the ſame time, ſuch as is one of the ſureſt gu and proofs: ING 
of our being true Chriſtians, ſuch as our Bleſſed Lord has Luke 11. 47, 
in a moſt eſpecial and extraordinary manner recommended ig 15. 5 
to us in Scripture, and ſuch as he himſelf has aſſur d us, 36, Gr. 
he will at the great day of judgment lay the moſt parti- 
cular weight and ſtreſs upon. 
But before I proceed to treat of this Duty, I think 
it needful to premiſe, that altho in the charge here gi- 
ven by the Apoſtle, the rich only are mention d, yet Men 
of all ranks and circumſtances, (the very meaneſt only, 
who are fo poor themſelves as to be under an abſolute in- 
capacity of giving Alms, excepted) are concern'd in it. 
For, as the obligations from Nature and Reaſon, to this 
Duty, do as ſtrongly bind thoſe of moderate and mean 
fortunes, in proportion to their abilities, as thoſe of plenti- 
full and great ones - ſo do the Scriptures as well command 


thoſe of a low condition, to workwith their hands, that they FP + 48. 


may have to give to him that needeth, as the rich to be ready 
to diſtribute, and willing to communicate, out of their abun- 


dance. And we find there, that neither did the poor Luke 21: v, 


Widow think her ſelf excus'd from giving, tho” her Meth an, 41. 
whole ſubſtance was but two mites, but freely gave it all 
to pious and charitable uſes ; nor did the deep poverty of 
the Macedonians hinder them from miniſtring to th: ne- 
ceſſities of their poor brethren: but to their power, yea and 2 Cor. 8. 2, 3. 
beyond their power, did the riches of their Liberality a- 
bound. So that I wauld not be though# to be ſpeaking 2 
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the rich only, tho indeed principally to them, while 1 
am preſſing this duty of Alms-giving ; but my deſign is, 
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to exhort all Men to W jy after their power. If they 
have much, to give plenteouſiy. If they have little, yet (till 
to do their diligence gladly to give of that little: well 


Tab. 6. 8, 9. Knowing that by ſo doing, they fball all gather them- 


ſelves a good reward in the day of neceſſity. 
This being premis d, I ſhall now proceed (in order to 
make my Diſcourſe as uſeful as Ican, both with reſpect to 
the Sulject which Jam to treat of, and the Occaſion which 
call'd me hither to treat of it) in the following method. 
Fir, 1 will endeavour to (ſhew wherein the true n- 
ture of this Duty of Alms-giving conſiſts; and in what 
manner it may beſt be performed by us. 
Secondly, I will briefly lay before you the variaus and 
moſt powerfic motives that there are, to invite us to the 
ractice of this Duty. And | 
Laſtly, Repreſent to you the excellency of that particu- 
lar Charity,which I am this Day to intreat your Alms for. 
1ſt. I am to ſhow wherein the true nature of this 
Duty of Al»r5-giving conſiſts ; and in what manner it may 
beſt be perform'd by us. Now Alms- giving is generally 
divided, by thoſe that treat of it, into Spiritual and 
Corp:ral : Spiritual, which, conſiſts in inſtructing the 1g- 
norant, adviſing the doubtful and perplex'd, comfortin 
the afflicted, cenſuring ſuch as do amiſs, pardoning tho 
that have oftended us, ſupporting the weak, praying 
generally for all Men, Cc. Corporal, which conſiſts in 
feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirſty, clo- 
thing the naked, lodging ſtrangers, viſiting the ſick, 
redeeming captives, burying the dead, and all other 
charitallc affices of the like nature. But, as for the firſt 
| branch 
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branch of this divifion, viz. Spiritual Almcgiving, | 


look upon it to have the name of Almsgiving only fu. 


ratively and by way of Analogy, and that, ſtrictly fpeak- 
ing, Almigiving always ſignifieth, both in Scripture 


Language and our common uſage of the word, the giv- 
ing ſome part of our worldly goods to thoſe that are in 
want. At leaſt, it is plain that it is this ſort of Ale 
giving, which St. Paul had reſpect to in my Text, and 
which 1 ſhall therefore ſolely inſiſt upon at preſent: 
And this Almegiving, confider'd as it is a Chriſtian duty, 
may be properly enough deſign'd to be, A free and will- 
ne communication or diftribution of ſome part of our wordl 
goods, to our poor Brethren, for the relief and ſupply of 
their wants, whither of Soul or Body: and this too, apm 


the true principles of the Goſpel. For your better under- 
| ſanding of which definition, and ſhowing you the juſt- 


zreſs of it, I muſt beg leave to explain my ſelf, as tor 
the ſeveral parts of it, in the following particulars. 

© Firſt then, when I ſay that Almsgiving is a commu- 
nication or-diſtribution of our wordly goods: I mean of 
ſuch goods only, as are truly and properly our ow. For: 
he, who gives away the goods of another; is ſo far 
from doing an act of Charity, which will render him 


acceptable to God, that he plainly. doth an act of Injuſtice,, 
for which he muſt expect to be Puniſb cd by him. And 
conſequently he, who gives to the poor only his ill- 
gotten goods, the fruits of his oppreſſion and violence, 
fraud and couzenage & c. cannot be truly ſaid to give an: 
Am:; becauſe, in doing this, he either gives to the 
poor that, which ought to be reſtor d to thoſe from 
whom he has wrongfully taken it, if it be in his power: 
to find them out; - and fo is guilty. of Ixjnſtice: or ther- 


wil; 
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Tad pali:“ have any room for Charity. And accordingly Divines 


Synop. in do- explain the  ivirn, which we tranſlate ſuch things as we 
cim. | 
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wile, he gives to the poor no more than is due to them, 
as God's Receivers of that which, for want of a poſſibi- 

lity of finding out the true owners, he cannot return to 
them, and ſo at beſt he doth but an act of Religion. As 

little can he deſerve the name of an Almegiver, whe 
gives to the poor that, which he knows himſelf certainly 
to be imlebted to another perſon: nay, or which he hag 
reaſon to believe, all accounts being fairly ſtated between 
him and others, is not his own, but theirs, This is ma- 
nifeſt and palpable »jyftice: and it is an cſtabliſh'd Rule 
in Divinity, that Juſtice muſt be done, before we can 


pe ER 


have, and which our Saviour commands us to give Alus 
.of; to be ſuch goods as remain to us clear, after full re- 
ftitution made and juftice done to all ſuch, as we have 
wrong d or ſtand indebted to. 2 
Secondly, I ſay it muſt be a free and willing diſtribu 
tion: becauſe Almrgiving is a Religious act, and every 


Exod. 25. 2 Religions act, conſider d as ſuch, muſt come from the 


5. . * heart, and have the full conſent of the whole will 
Prov. 23. 26. and affeFions along with it; otherwiſe it will never be 
14. *" pleaſing in Gods fight, as he himſelf has frequently de- 
* Clard in Scripture. And for this reaſon I fear that we 
often give to the poor, what cannot properly be call'd 

Alms : as, when we pay our Pariſh Rates for them, 

only becauſe the Law has commanded it, but with all 

the unwillingneſs and reluctancy imaginable: much more 

when, as is but too commonly ſeen, we uſe all manner of 

Jaxdire# and trickiſh means, to avoid paying even a gie 

and neighbourly proportion towards theſe Rates. Surely 

that which is thus {gugez'd out af us, whither we will 
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or no, is not giving as a man is diſpos'd in his own heart, 
but giving grudgingly and of — * and conſequently 
ſuch giving, as God has aforehand declar'd, he will not 
be pleas'd with. | 1 

Thirdly, I ſay our worldly goods in general; becauſe 3% PP 
not only our money, but our meat, our drin, our cloth- Prov. 3. 9. 
ing, our lodging, and in fine, whatever part of our, rr. fl. 
worldly ſubſtance our poor brother is ſaſtain d and com- 
forted by us with, have always been reputed to deſerve 
the name of Alms. And I ſay ſore part of our wordly 
goods only becauſe there is no caſe, in which we are 
bound to give the whole: but we may always reſerve 
enough for the zeceſſary ſuſtenance of our ſelves and fa- | 
milies, There may indeed happen extraordinary cales, aa; rr. 29. 
ſuch as thoſe of famine, extreme perſecution , & c. in Acts 4. 37: 
which we may be oblig d, as the firſt Chriſtians thought 
themſelves, not only to give according to our ut- 
moſt abilities, with reſpect to the profit or income of 
our eſtates, but even to part with ſome of the principal, Like r. 33. 
nay to ſell the whole, as they did, and divide amongſt 
others what, moſt ſtrickly ſpeaking, is not meceſſary for 
the ſupport of our ſelves and our familien. But beyond 
this no man can be oblig'd to go: and that, for this 
plain reaſon, becauſe we are no where oblig'd to love 
others better than, but only as our ſelves. 

Fourthly, L ſay to our poor brethren, for the relief and 
ſupply of their wants : becauſe whatever is given by us to 
thoſe, whom we have nor ſufficient reaſon to believe 
to be really poor (1 do not mean only poor, fo as to 


want neceſſaries, but ſo as to want wherewith to ſubſiſt 


with tolerable eaſe, conveniency and comfort) may be 
call'd by the name of liberality, or generoſity, or friend- 
B 


ſhip, 


— 


a. 
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bip, but can, in no propriety of Speech, be call'd Alms. 
24: Nay, and tho' we give to thoſe whom we know to be 


[| really poor, but yet do not give for this end, the relief of their 
*Y wants, but for ſome wordly end or Intereſt of our own ; this 
' will never paſs in the ſight of God, who chiefly minds 


the intenti.n in every action, for Charity to the poor. 
Nay farther yet, if we give to thoſe, who, we have 
reaſon to believe, at the time of our giving to them, 
will not apply what we give to the end for which we 
deſign'd it, the relief and ſupply of their wants, but make 
it miniſter to their vices, and ſpend it upon their Iufts : 
this will be ſo far from being true Alus, a great Chri- 
ſtian virtue, that it will be in ſome ſort an abetting and 
encourageing of Sin, which is a moſt On- Cbriſtian Crime. 
And therefore it ſtands us in ſtead to be very careful, 
" Iames 4.3- either, not to give to ſuch peopte at all; or at leaſt, if 

| their wants be very great, to give to them in ſuch a Manner 
and meaſure, that we may be ſatisfied that what we give 

ſhall be apply'd to the religf of their neceſſities, not the 

| feeding of their vices. | | 

A | I add whither of Soul or Body; becauſe the Souls, as 
4 3 well as Bodies of our brethren, are capable of being 
. ä benefited by this fort of Almi. As is ſeen in the re- 
demption of Captives out of the hands of bfidels, and 
thereby reſcuing them from the temptations, which 

| | they were expos'd to, of. diſſembling or renonneing their 
* moſt Holy Faith; eaſing perſons in exceeding ſtrait and 
1 difficult circumſtances; and, by ſo doing, preventing 
1 | their falling into the Sins of Lying, Perjury, Theft, Un- 
. cleanneſs, nay and perhaps Self murther, which they 

| mighr otherwiſe probably enough have been drawn 
1 by the Devil to, Gc. And indeed then our Alms 


| {cen 
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ſeem to have attain'd a great degree of perfection, 
when they are thus made doubly ſer viccable, to the 
Souls, and to the Bodies of Men. 

Laſily, I ſay all this muſt be done upon the prixc:- 
ples of the Goſpel : becauſe, whatever other virtue there 
might be in our Almsgiving, without this: it is certain 
that without this, it can never be look d upon as a 
Chriſtian Duty ; for all Chriſtian Duties mult be per- 
form'd upon Chriſtian Principles. Now the principles, 
upon which the Goſpel recommends this Duty of Alu- 
giving to us, are ſuch as theſe; a love of, and regard 
to the commands, examples and honour of God, and 
our Bleſſed Saviour; a defire of doing good to the Bo. 


vid. St Johns 


Epiſtles 


dies, but eſpecially the Souls, of our poor Brethren : and throughout. 


an earneſt hope and expectation of thoſe Spiritual bene- 
fits and advantages, ' which may probably accrue to our 
ſelves, from our performing this duty, as we ought to 
do. Theſe muſt be the chief and principal ends aim'd 
at by us, in our Alms ; or elſe, tho' we give all our 


goods to feed the poor, it will profit ts nothing. 


do not fay that the conſideration of thoſe wor!ld!y 
advantages, which our Alus are likely to procure for 
us, may not be a motive and encouragement to us to 
give Alms ; undoubtedly it may, or it would never 
have been propos d as ſuch in Veripture. But then it 
muſt be a motive, in its proper place, and order, after 
thoſe infinitely. more oble and weighty once betore men- 
tioned. | De 

And thus, I hope, I have ſufficiently both explain'd 
and vindicated my definition of Alusgiving, confider'd 
as it is a Chriſtzgn Duty. I am to, proceed in the next 
place, to ſhow you, in what erer this Duty . 1 

127 2 0 


1 Cor. 13. 3. 
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bl beſt performid by us. And, in order to this, be pleas d 
1 to obſerve the following Rules. 

1 Firſt, to Diſpenſe your Alms, with Judgment and Diſ- 
| cretion : Diſcretion, I mean both as to the choice and pre- 

1 ference of the fitteſt and propereſt objects of them; and 

1 the due proportioning, ſorting and timeing of them. 

I have already told you that it is Eſſential to Alms- 

giving, that we give to ſuch as we have reaſon to be- 

leive are really poor, and will rightly apply what we 
give them, to the relief of their poverty. And ſuch eve 
private Chriſtian may cafily ind out if he doth but 
heartily ſearch for them, as he ought to do. Orat leaſt, 
if he cannot by himſelf yet, he may by adviſing with 
others, more eſpecially his Spiritual Guide; whoſe ad- 
vice and direction, in this caſe, if he be but careful to 
follow, he acts, in this reſpect, as becomes a ſincerel 
good and wiſe Chriſtian, and what ever the ſacceſs 
be, what he thus gives will certainly be plac'd by God, 
his account, as true Alms. 

But this is not all; It is not enough that we give to 
| thoſe that are really poor, but both Reaſox and Reli- 
gion require, that we make a diſtinction amongſt theſe, 
| and according to the merits of their reſpective circum- 
ſtances, prefer one of them to another. A Man who is 


in extreme want, and Juſt ready to periſh, let his other 
| 
| 


circumſtances be what they wall, is to be relieved be- 
fore any other perſon, that is not ſo; both becauſe 
Life is the deareſt and moſt valuable of all earthly bleſ- 
fings, and conſequently ought firft to be taken care of; and 
becauſe the ſuſtaining of this is abſolutely neceſſary, 
| even im order to have it in our power to do good to 
15 the: Soul of Men. An 4/ms, by which our 3 i 
[| ; ike- 
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like to receive any Spiritual benefit, is to be preferr'd 
before one, that will only bring him a Corporal one; and 
one, that willbring him both Spiritual and Corporal, before 
one, that will bring him but one of theſe. Generally 


| fpeaking, a very poor Man is to be reliev'd, before one 


moderately poor: a good Man, before a bad Man: a Fel- 


— 


low Chriſtian, before an Infidel: a Parent, Relation, Galat. 6; 10. 
Friend, Bene factour, Neighbour or Campanion, before a x Tim. 5. 8. 


Stranger-: a Gentleman or Perſon of faſbim fall'n to de- 
in po- 
verty: an honeſt and induſtrious Honſckeeper, before an 


tdle Vagrant Beggar ; one that Providence has brought? Thel. . 10. 


to a low condition, before one that his own Vices have. * 


brought fo, G. Theſe and {ach like are diſtinctions. 


founded in the very Nature and Reaſon of things, and 


give a Right to the poor, to demand proportionable di-- 
ſtinctions in the diſtribution of our Alps. And conſe- 
quently we cannot, without the greateſt ureaſonableneſ; 
and abſurdity, and without manifeſt Injuſtice to the- 

r themſelves, overlook ſuch diſtinctions as theſe. 
And much the ſame may be ſaid, as to the propor- 
tioning of our Alm. Sometimes, by feeding the poor 
only from hand to month, and giving them but itte 
at a time, we keep thoſe continually poor, who, by 
a large ſumm at firſt, might have been ſet-up in the 
world, and put in a condition of living comfortably 
ever after. At other times, the profuſentſs of our Alm 
miniſters to Idleneſs, Wantonneſs, Intemperance and o- 
ther vices. Now, to prevent the. miſchiefs ariſing 
from theſe two extremes, we: ſhall do well to conſider + 
before hand the circumſtances, tempers and qualification 
of the perſons, who are to be relievd by us; and 
then 


o 
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then to parcel out our Alis to them in ſuch quantities, 


as may be likely to do them the oſt, and the moſt /aſt= 
ing good. Always taking this caution along with -us, that 
except in very extraordinary caſes indeed, we muſt never 


give ſo much at one time, as ts leave our ſelves nothing 


more to give. For Charity is tobe the work ot our whole 
lives: and it will be a very uneaſfic thing to a good man, 
to ſce the molt moving Objects continually beiore his 
eyes, and not to have it in hie power to alſiſt and relieve 
them. 

Next, as to the ſorting of our Alms, we know by daily 
experience, that not always moxey, but ſometimes meat 


and drink, ſometimes clothing, ſometimes phyſrcek, ſome- 


times a ſtock for work or trade, ſometimes employing 
them in our own buſineſs, is the propereſt and beſt Charity 
to the poor; falls in beſt with their preſent wants, or 
provides beſt for their future well being, as need moſt 
requires. And therefore theſe are things well worth 
our thinking on, in the diſtribution of our Alus. 

And then, as to the fimeing of our Alms, or giving 
them in due ſeaſon, this is a mighty beneficial circum- 
{tance of them, both with reſpect to thoſe who receive, 
and ourſelves who give them, The Receiver 1s hereby 
preſerv'd from greater miſchiefs, nay often from utter 
ruine and deſtruction, which might otherwiſe have en- 
ſud ; and has therefore a double joy, preſent relief, and 


hope of future eaſe, from our Alus. The Giver, beſides 
the unſpeakable pleaſure of fo ſesſonably relieving his poor 


brother, doth hereby become a good+husband of his Alms ; 


and doth that for a little, which, if it had been delay'd 


any time, muſt perhaps, have colt him ten times as much. 


Thus 
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Thus much will Diſcretion do, towards the making 
the utmoſt of our Alms; it will diſpoſe of them to thoſe, 


— — 


who have the moſt juſt and equitable Title to them: it-- 


will render them molt effeFual for the ends, for which 
we delign them : and yet both ſpread them as wide, and 
make them laſt as long, as can reaſonably be expected. 


Secondly, Another Rule ſhall be, To give as much as we 


can conveniently ſpare, in our own lives time ; and gene- 
rally with our own hands too. Beſides that the giving a- 
way part of our worldly: goods, while we are alive, and 
in health, and capable of enjoying them our ſelves, 
is a much ſurer proof of our love to God and our Neigh- 
bour;, and conſequently a much greater ſatisfaction to our 
own minds, than the giving them, when we can have 
no farther uſe and enjoyment of them; beſides this, I 
ſay, this is the ſureſt way to have our Alis obtain the 


end,for which we give them; and which they but too of- 


ten fail of, when left to the management of Executor-, 
Truſtees, &c. 


And then, as to giving with our own hands : this is not 


onely the ſecureſt way of conveying to the poor, what 


we deſign for them, but likewiſe carryeth with ita very 
commendable appearance of tenderneſs and regard for: 
them: and, which is moſt of all, will naturally lead us. 


to be acquainted with them, to i»quire into their true ſtate 
and condition, to ſee the miſeries which they are ex- 
pos'd to, perfectly to underſtand their wants; and the 


beſt ways of relieving them: and by theſe means, bring 
us to a true ſenſe and fellow-feeling of, a true concern and 


compaſſion tor, all their greivances and #eceſſrties., And 


this will moſt excellently prepare ns for another qualifi- 


cation of a true Chriſtian Alms-groer, which is 


Third] 75 
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Thirdly, To give cheerfully and liberally. 1 put both 
theſe together, becauſe one is ordinarily the effect of the 
other. What we do with a plear d mind, we generally 
Rom. 12. 8. do with a liberal hand: God has expreſsly told us, that 
|| 4 * { he will have mercy ſhown with cheerfulneſs, and that he 

111.  loveth a cheerful giver? He has commanded us frequently, 
1 m. C. 17, tO open our Sod: wide to the roy and needy in the land, 

6. ; 


s merciful, who giveth li- 


purpole. 
| What proportion of our worldly goods it becomes us 
0 to ſet apart, for charitable uſes, it is not poſſible nicely to 
!! determine ; by reaſon of the infinite variety of Mens cir- 
| cumſtances, which may make it more reaſonable for one 
Man to give a Fifth part, than another a Twemntieth. But 
thus much I cannot help obſerving. Firſt, that moſt of us 
might give a great deal more than we do, and, either 
from our vice or our vanities, our ſuperfluities, or at leaſt 
reedleſs expences, pare off abundance, for the relief of 
Our poor brethren. Secondly, that as far as we can learn 
from Scripture, the proportion of our Eſtates ſet apart 
Exod. 23. 4. for theſe uſes, ought tobe very great. God himſelf ſet 
* 4 28, it very high to his own people the Fews : and the exam- 
ples of good mer and women, mention'd upon this ac- 
count in Scripture, carry it yet higher. Dorcas, we 
Ads 9. 36. read, was full of good works and alms-deeds which ſhe did. 


Acts 10. 2. Cornelius gave much Alms: Zacchews, tho' a Publican, 
2 og 1 gave half of his goods to the Poor: and the firſt Chriſtians 
35˙ 
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ſold all their poſſeſſions, and divided the price to every one 
as he had need. 15 

Fourthly, We muſt give with odeſty, humility, and 
all convenient privacy. Our Bleſſed Lord abhorr'd no- 
thing more in mens Almrs-giving, then pride and eſtenta- 
tion ;, and therefore he particularly caution'd us againſt 


theſe, and declared that they would hinder our Alms Nur g. 


from being accepted by God. And indeed there are no 
two things, in their own natures, more inconſiſtent than 
Alms-giving and Pride; the one naturally tending to 


humble us, by putting us in mind of the eau, and poor, 


and inſufficient condition of mankind in this life, with- 
out the Divine favours and aſſiſtance : the other tending to 
puff us up, as if we had ſomething of our own, abſtracted 
from God, which was really praiſe worthy, and fit for 
us to pleaſe our ſelves with, aud make our boaſts of. 

And, that we may lye under as little temptation as 
poſſible to pride and vain glory, in the giving of our 


Alis, we are commanded to give them with all conve- ; 


nient privacy, 1 ſay all convenient privacy, becauſe there 
may be times, when privacy is not convenient. When 
the excwplarineſs of our Alms happens to be needful, 


3+ 4+ 


for the ſetting forth of God's Glory, and the provoking Mat. 5. 16. 
One another to love and good works, then privacy, would Heb. 10. 24. 


be a fault. Then we are commanded to let our light 
ſhine before, men; but even then, we muſt be careful to 
the utmoſt, not to be too much pleas'd with, or conceited 
of the brightneſs of it, our ſelves. | 


Laſtly, We muſt diſtribute our Alms, with all imagi- 


xable tenderneſs, cumpaſſion and kind regard, to our poor 
brother. We mult give ſo, as not to lcave the leaſt um- 
brage for his ſuſpecting, that we any way deſpiſe or 
Wy 0 reproach 
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1 Sam. 2. 7. 


2 Cor. 9. 12. 
Prov. I7. 5. 


reproach him, for his poverty: ſo, as we would wiſh 
others to give, if we our ſelves were to be the receivers: 
ſo, as becomes Men that are ſenſible that it is God that 
hath made this difference between us and our poor bre- 
thren, and may alter it, by putting them into our con- 
dition, and us into theirs, when he pleaſeth. He, who 
doth not this, but the contrary, is uncharitable even in 
his Charity, and inſtead of relieving and comforting, 
grieves and provokes his poor Brother, who has already 
but too great a weight of Affliction "pon him. And 


this, as it is a certain ſign of a baſe and abjeF ſpirit, ſo 


will it fare with us accordingly. It will prevent all our 


poor brothers han ,s to God, on our behalf, 


which would have been of no ſmall edvantage to us: it 
will be conſttud by God himſelf, as à reproaching Of 
him: it will deprive us of all that inward joy and ſatis- 
fation, Which we might otherwiſe have had in our 
Alus here: and inſtead of rewards, it will treaſure up 


for us moſt dreadful puniſbme nt: hereafter. 


And thus I have ty inſtructed you, both in de na- 
ture of this deity of Alm#giving, and the beſt manner of 
performing it: And how, What would I give, that it 
were bat as eaſie to engage you to the habitual — * 
it, as it8'tO-i/ſtru# you in it. And yet 1 
can bo no very hard matter; H we conſider 
© Secor#lyzithe various and 'moft powerful motives th 
there are, to invite us to the practice of this, Duty. Fr But 
where ſhall I begin, or when end, upon this head? 

Shall I put you in mind of the plain and est 55. 
ligationss which: ouſye under to this duty; from Na- 
thre, Relgſos arid Revrlat Shall I ſend you to the 
Ol 19 720 New Teſtament, to ſce ho particular a value 
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God and our Bleſſed Saviour put, upon this duty, pre- 
fetring it even to the duties more immediately belong- Jo wah | 
ing to themſelves ? Shall I tell you, that this is the diſtiu- grein Self- 
guiſbing badge of our Chriſtian Profeſſion z; and that, 77% 
without this, no other Chriſtian graces or virtues, not _—— 
even the ſupernatural ones of the Spirit, will profit as: Joln 3: 18. 
any thing? 9 

Shall I ſhow you how any particular graces and vir- 
tues this one of Almi: giving includes in it, and thoſe too 
the brighteſt and moſt difficult to be obtain'd of any, in 
the whole Syſtem of Chriſtianity ? Such as, the loving 
God above all things, and our Neighbours as our ſelves : 
an indifferency for the things of this World, and a rea- 
dineſs of faith to exchange them, tor the inviſeble ones of 
the other: a reſolution to obey and pleaſe God, what- 
ever preſent ſelf denyal and mortification-1t may coſt us: 
and a firm truſt and dependance upon him, that he will Gen. 15. r. 
become our exceeding great reward fof ſo doing. 

Shall I propoſe to you the exumples of the Holy Angels; 

who are continually iniſtring for our good? Of the 

Son of God, who made it the whole buſineſs of his life . th. a. 
here upon Earth, to go about doing goods, and thought it 20, 33. * 
more bleſſed to give than to receive ? Of God himſelf, the Oe: 
Author and Giver of every good gift, the Father of Mercies, 1 Cor. 1 Wo 
auc Goc of allComfort, who at firſt created us, and has been Acts 17. 28. 
ever ſince ſurſtaining and preſerving us, through each mo- 

ment of our lives? And ſhall 1 need to obſerve to you, 5 

that we never do our ſelves: ſo much true honour, as. 
when we endeavour to copy after theſe great and perfe? * 19 


1 Cor. 13. 3. 


examples, and by fo doing, become 1n ſome ſenſe, Jour 


to our Brethren. 


$ 4, . 18 
a „0 1 0 * - þ 
G20 HK Gt hn 


\ = — EE Een —— — 
-. p 
= 


c — — 
— 
ä 


2 A SERMON Preachdat the PARISH + 


Shall I call to your remembrance the pleaſure that at- 
tends the performance of this Duty? What a natural 
gratification it is to our own bowels : how perfectly agree- 
Prov. 11. 17. able to our Reaſon : how exactly anſwerable to the true 
ſpirit and temper of our Religion: and conſequently 
what inward peace and joy it muſt needs fill our Conſci- 
ences with. | 
Shall I attempt to reckon up the many worldly advan- 
tages, that flow from it? How it will make 2 and ours 
belov'd and eſteem d by all Men; gain us a mighty name 
and reputation in the world, and that too ſuch an one 
as (hall endure when we are dead and gone, through ma- 
ny Generations : be a ſteady ſecurity and protection to 
us, againſt all dangers, both in private and public chan- 
ges and revolutions: help us to exjoy what we have with 
the better reliſh : make it both ſpend and hold well: be 
a very likely means of increaſing it, and the ſureſt way 
of entailing it, even to our Children's Children. For 
ſo ſaith the Scripture, and our experience generally con- 
firms the ſame. That the merciful man is never forſaken, 
Pſal. 37. 25, nor his Seed forc'd to beg their bread : that he ſhall be in 
=, 112. everlaſting remembrance, and his horn ſhall be exalted 
Ila. 57. 1. with honour : that he ſhall either. be talen away from the 
— 1 11. 2. eil to come, or, let what will happen, he ſhall not be 
Ads 1. 45, mov d, or be afraid of evil tidings; but he ſhall ſee his de- 
46. bre upon bis enemies, and even in the days of famine he 
Plal. 4. 1. 20a / be ſatisfy d. He ſhall eat his meat with gladneſs and 
ſingleneſs of heart: wealth and riches ſhall be in his honſe, 
his ſeed ſhall be mighty upon earth, and bis Inheritance 
ſhall be for ever. 
Or rather, ſhall I endeavour to win you to the pract- 
ice of this Duty, by promiſes of Spiritual Bleſſings ? 
| By 
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By aſluring you that the Alms are an odour of a ſweet 
ſmell, a ſacrifice acceptable and well pleaſing to God : that 
your Bleſſed Lord will vouchſate to accept of them, as 
kindneſſes done unto himſelf : that they will make way. 
for your prayers to the throne of grace: that they (hall 
help to cover a multitude of your ſins, of your ſmaller 
and more excuſable ſins : that hereby ye may know your 
ſelves to be of the truth, and, aſſure your hearts before God : 
that the remembrance of thefe will be a ſure comfort to 
you, when you ſhall moſt need comfort upon your fhint = 
and dying beds: nay farther, that theſe ſhall follom you Ads 10. 4 
even beyond the grave, and become powerful Advocates }, Fet- f. 6. 
for you, at the day of Judgment. And, tho no Man , John IG 
ſhall be then ſav'd, for the ſake of any ſingle grace or Plal. 41. 3. 
virtue, yet it ſeems very plain (from our Lords inſiſt- eg 8 
ing ſo, particularly upon this of bounty to the poor, and 

ſeeming to make it the greateſt upon which our ever- 
laſting ſentence is to turn, as he doth in his Deſcription 


Phil. 4. 16. 


# 


of the day of Judgement) that more regard ſhall be had, 


more favour ſhewn, to this grace or virtue ſingly, than 
eee, 2 | 

Oh ! how delightful would it be, to dwell upon the 
contemplation of theſe glorious things, and to raiſe our 
ſelves up with it, into that Argelical, that Divine frame 
and temper of mind, a love and deſire above all things, 
to be continually employ d in doing good. But the time 
will not allow me to inſiſt any longer upon this, at pre- 
ſent. However I am ſatisfi d that 1 have mention'd, tho 
but barely mention'd, all theſe motives: not doubting in 
the leaſt, but that in this vaſt variety, one or other of 
them has ſo effectually touch d, ſoften'd and gle the 

earts 
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hearts of every one of you, that I need not beg your 
. patience, or fear your attention, while I am going on 
| Laſtly, to repreſent to you the excellency ot that par- | 
10 ticular Charity, which 1 am this day to intreat your 0 
1 Alms for ; and that is, the maintaining of Schools, for | 
[| the Religious and Uſeful Education of poor Children, both | 
4 Boys and Girls, The excellency 1 ſay, for (beſides that 
i this is undoubtedly a true Charity, beſtow'd upon thoſe. 
who are really poor, and faithfully apply'd to the ends 
' 0 for which it is given) it has the farther happineſs to be 
| 4 ̃1tended with many ſuch , pec/ltarly ad vantagious cir- | 
| 


cumſtances, as make it preferable to moſt othet Cha- 
Fl „ c 4p i Wb Fre xe 
al Hit, it is a Charity of the beſt kind: à double Cha- 
0 u 61 before diff it, which doth good botkito he 
4 Souls and Bodies on whoth we beſtow it. It not onely. 
| provides convenient raimem for them, and breeds them up 
0 in the moſt Hikely way of getting a comfortable ſulſiſtenee 
in this Wotld (cho thete ate very great and valuable 
Bleffings; ſuich as,” It is to bè fear d, great part of man- 
kind, not to ſay the greateſt, make their principal airfi 
and end) bit, whicty is infiſitely tnore valuble, it 
throughty informs their minds, in the knowledge and 
underſtauding of the moſt” uſeful and nereſſar) principles 
of theit Hoſt | Holy Religion: it teaches them early to 
ſubdue atid' govern them” palſſunt aud diſorderly appetites 
e : it kekhs them out. of tHe 47 0 man- 


ROC», r En a 


net of: fee far ions. to (vil; and trains them up, fo care- 
* fully and conftaitl,”itcrhe ſure paths.to piety and peace, 
io and everlaſting ha . that we be all the reaſon in 
the world to Gr u When they are old they Will ot 
depart from them, but be evermore reaping the bleſſed 
| | fruits 
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| fruits of our Charity, to all eternity : So that this Cha- 
| rity doth all, that Charity poiſibly can do: it takes care 
| of the whole Man both Body and Soul, and foweth 
| {ure (eeds of preſent and future happineſs, even for ever 


— 


— 


and ever. | 

Secondly, This js 4 Charity, the good eſſects of which, 

| will be of a moſt diffuſive aud laſting nature. Not onely 
' theſe poor Children themſelves, and the Parent t, Nela- 
| tions and Friends of them (to whom it muſt needs bd a 
matter of unſpeakable joy and comfort, to be eas d O 
the charge and trouble of their Education, and to ſee 
them put into a very likely way of becomeing happy 
both here and hęreaſter: nay, and perhaps Of alliſti 

ing and ſporting them in their old Age, if there 
hall be Occaſſon) but every Maſter, every Family, eve- 

ry Pariſh, every Town, every Kingdom, to whom tlieſe 
poor Children ſhall hereafter become | ſerviceable and 
#efy!, will have reaſon to call thoſe Blefed; who, by 
their Charity, have been the main Inſtruments: of their be- 
comeing ſo. And that too fo much the more ;; becauſe 
generally, before the ſettlement of! theſe Charity'Schoals, 
che 1 of the Children of the Poor . was very 
much xzeglefed, and they were ſo far from being like» 
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ly to do any Good in their Generation, that they! were 
the very Hurdes and plague of Society: grvento Idlaweſs, 
Begeary, Swearing, Theft, Lewtneſs, Viplence Malen, 
and every evil work, #1115290 19336 59 Net 

And then, as to the laſtingneſs of the good effacts of 
= this Charity: belides that they will probably holdothb 
in Do themſelves, as long as they live (it being 
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beſides this, I fay, it ſeems highly probable that they 
1 being themſelves truly ſeniible of the great and mani- 
| fold advantages of ſuch an Education, will make it 
F their utmoſt care to give their Children the ſame : and | 
1 ſo on, till all future generations (hall in ſome meaſure ; 
il at leaſt, - partake of the benefits of this Charity. 923 
1 Thirdly, This is a Charity which doth moſt immediately ; 
|| aim at, and will very much contribute to, the honour of f 
q God and our Bleſſed Saviour, and the Reforvring of man- 
hind, and eſtabliſhing a true ſenſe and practice of Religion 
amongſt. ns. I have but juſt obſerv'd to you, how de- 
void of all true ſenſe of God and Religion, how diſſo- 
lute in their manners, how extreamly vicious in all ; 
their practices, the Children of the poor have general- 
ly been, for want of a Religious and truly Chriſtian 
Education : and conſequently a great deal of that Im- 
morality and Prophaneſs, which ſo much abounds a- 
mongſt us, muſt neceſſarily have been owing to this 
cauſe. If therefore we in earneſt deſire that Reforma- 
tion of Manners,” which ſo many of us profeſs our ſelves _ 
paſſionately concern'd for, we cannot do a better piece _ 
of ſervice, for this end, than entirely to remove this 
cauſe of Immorality and Prophaneſs, out of the way. 
And ſince, by the Bleſſing of God, there is a' proper 
method already begun, and has been for ſome tine 
ſucceſsfully carry d on, for the effecting of this, we 
-ſhall be utter inexcuſable, it we ſuffer this method to 

fail, for want of our Charity to Support it: nay, if we 

do not to the utmoſt. of our power, encourage and im- 

prove it. When is our Money evero' wiſely laid out; 

when will it ever turn to ſo good account, as when 

laid out for the Honour of H and o Bleſſed Sietidur, 

eh. for 
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dom, which they are fo well fitted for? To be- 
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for the increaſing of Virtue, and propagating ot true 
Religion. 

Fourthly, This is a Charity to thoſe, who above all 
others, are the propereſt Objects of our Charity, 1 mean 
Children. Children, whoſe utter incapacity to help 


- themſelves ought the more effectually to recommend 


them to our kindneſs and aſſiſtance. Children, whole 

ſpotleſs Innocence deſerves all, that we can poſhbly 

do for its preſervation. Children, whoſe ſoft and 

tender Tempers render them ſuſceptible of the ve- 

ry beſt and moſt laſting impreſſions, from Virtue and 
Religion: Children, whole whole Scene ot Lite is“ 

yet before them, and who therefore may be made xj V 13 
the Inſtruments of doing very much good in the Luke 18. 15. 
World. Laſtly, Children, whom our Bleſſed Saviour 

has expreſs'd ſo much concern, ſuch a tender re- 

gard for, that we can hardly ever enough manifeſt 

our love of, or be careful enough for them. 

Deareſt Jeſu ! What a raviſhing and tranſporting 
fight is it, to behold ſuch little Children, as thou | 
graciouſly vouchſatd'ft' to ſuffer to come unto thee, | 
put into the right way of coming unto thee for 5 
ever? To behold thoſe, whoſe Angels do always be- | 
hold the face of God in Heaven, and of whom e 
the Kingdom of Heaven, ſo carly and carefully train'd 
up in the paths of vircac and goodrefs ; that moral- 
ly ſpeaking, they can hHardiy tail of becoming one -- 
day Angels themſelves, and inheriting that King- 
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bold thoſe, whoſe happy circumſtances muſt proba- 
bly have expos'd. them to inmunerable hazards and 
Dünn diſtcultics, 
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difficulties, wants and temptations, reſcu'd by Chriltt- 
an Charity from all theſe : and as effectnally invited 
and determin'd to the tide of Firtue- and Religion, 
happineſs here and hereafter, as they were likely to 
have been to that of immorality and prophaneſs, 
everlaſting ruine and deſtiruction. O thou Dear lover 
of Children, thou Dear lover of Souls, what an ac- 
ceptable ſight muſt this needs be to thee 2 How 
precious in thy eyes ſhall all thoſe be, who have 
any hand in promoting this G/oriow this Godlike 
Work ? 

Laſily, This Charity will not fail of having its pe- 
culiar rewards, both in this Life, and that which is 
10 come. 

This reward we are immedietely ſure of in hand, 
that, by breeding up thoſe to be horeſt and faith- 
ful, diligent and induſtrious, who before were uſu- 
ally the quite contrary :- we ſhall not only ſecure our 
ſelves, from many dangers and troubles, which we | 
before were expos d to from them: but even reap 
ſervices and advantages, in their ſtead. And we can 
have no reaſon to doubt, but that God will ful- 
ly recompence, even in this World, all our care for 
the Children of others, by Bleſſings upon our ow. 
Nay, and is not this a very likely way to procure 
a. Bleſſing. even upon the Barren Womb, and to 
have her made a Joyful Mother of Children, who 
ſnews, by her Affectionate concern for the Children 
of others, how well ſhe is diſpos'd to take care of 
her own, if God ſhall think fit to ſend them. 

But however this may be, our reward in the next 
Life is infallibly certain. There He, who was a 


Dear. 
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Dear lover of Liitle Children, will not fail particular- 

ly to remember and reward all our kindneſſes to- 

wards them. Theſe, we are aſſur'd by him who an- 

wot lye, they, who have been Inſtrumental in turn- Daniel 12. 3, 
ing many to Kighteolnels, hall ſhine forth in the e 
Kingdom of their Father, with a diltinguiſh'd Luſtre, 


as Stars for ever and ever. 


What then ſhall I ſay more to, you? You have a 

Glorious opportunity of doing god before your 

Eyes: O make haſte to embrace and incourage it; 

and beſure that the proportion of your Alms riſeth 

up to the worthyneſs ot it. Meaſure them not, by 

the ſtingy Cuſtom of this World, or the Example 

of a Covetons Neighbour : but by the love of 

God and Chriſt to you, by the Examples of the 

Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians ; by your hopes of Hea- 2 

ven, and the great neſi of thoſe rewards which you there e | 
expect. For, aſſure your ſelves, he that ſoweth ſpa- 1 Tim. 5. 7. 
ringly, Hall reap ſo, and with what meaſure we mete, 

it will be meaſurd to us again. Let us ſeriouſly 
conſider, that we can carry nothing with us out 

of this World, and that onely ſo much, of what 

we have in it, will do us any good in the other, 

as we ſhall have ſent thither before us in Works 

of Mercy and Charity; and that it would have been 

better for us never to have been rich, then to have james 3. x. 3, 
the ruſt of our riches be a Witneſs againſt. us, 

and eat our Fleſh as it were fire, and bring ſuch 

miſeries upon us, 4 ſhall make us hon and weep. 
everlaſtingly. 
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O let us not, like the Rich Man in the Goſpel, 


1 25. have all our good things in this life, But let us 


lay .up fer onr| ſelves a never fading ſubſtance in 


Mat. 6. 2o. Heaven, and make to our ſelves Friends of the Mam- 
Luke 16. 9. non of QOnriehteonſneſs, that. when we fail, they may 


receive #s into everlaſting habitations. 
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